Department Chair Meeting Minutes

College of Arts and Sciences

January 19, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 19, 2010.  Dr. Vagn K. Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided.  Department Chairs present:  Ms. Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Phil Bridgmon, Dr. Ron Smith, Dr. Bob Garfrerick, Dr. Craig Christy, Dr. Lisa Keys-Mathews for Dr. Bill Strong, Dr. Christopher Maynard, Dr. David Muse, LTC Wayne Bergeron, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Ed Joubert, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Craig Robertson.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  
Dr. Hansen stated how much he appreciated all the work that has been done on the Faculty Roster Forms and stated that Dr. Tom Haggerty had met with the COAD and the focus has now turned to Column 3 and the faculty who needed documentation on file from this column.

Dr. Hansen asked the department chairs to send him phone numbers so we can update the College of Arts and Sciences Phone Tree.  He asked them to send him a primary number and an additional number they could be reached if applicable.
1.
Undergraduate Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Foreign Languages.  
· Dr. Christy made a motion to eliminate FL 203H (cross-listed as GE 203H and HI 203H) and to add an honors section of FL 204.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion and unanimously adopted.

· Dr. Christy made a motion for the addition of candidate courses to a minor in international studies as well as deletion of a defunct course from this minor (HI 447) and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion and unanimously adopted.

· Dr. Christy made a motion to eliminate unnecessary prerequisite statement from course description of SP 400W Medieval and Renaissance Literature and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

· Dr. Christy made a motion for the elimination of FR/GR/SP 498 for FL 498 Senior Seminar and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion and unanimously adopted.

· Dr. Christy made a motion for the creation of SP 360 Introduction to Hispanic Literature which will be taught entirely in Spanish, the target language.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion and unanimously adopted.

2.
Undergraduate and Graduate Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Communications.  Dr. Greg Pitts shared with the department chairs that there were eight options in the one major with a single CIP code and that pulling out mass communication as a separate major is the first step working toward accreditation.  Dr. Pitts made a motion to accept the whole package with the understanding that any part of the package could be pulled out to discuss further and the motion was seconded.  During discussion there were various questions such as staffing impact and technology needs.  Dr. Pitts stated that staffing needs can be handled by adjuncts and that there would not be heavy equipment needs.  The motion was unanimously adopted.  For future clarification the breakdown of the package is as follows:

New classes:  COM 205, Communication in a Global Age (3); COM 215, Media Writing (3); COM 260 Communications Practicum (1); COM 303, Research Methodologies in Communication Studies (3); COM 326, Broadcast News Writing and Producing (3); COM 455/COM 555, Media History (3); COM 465/COM 565, Global Media Systems (3).

Classes with modifications:  COM 220 (eliminate required outside lab meeting and addition of prerequisite COM 215), COM 230 (new course name – Fundamentals of Public Relations and addition of two prerequisites – “COM 205 and COM 215), COM 314 (change in course title and description Communication Theory and the Public Interest), COM 316 (change in course number of COM 256 and addition of prerequisite COM 205), COM 317 (change in course title, Media Convergence, lab fee and addition of prerequisites COM 317, COM 205, and COM 215), COM 340 (change in course tite, Media Criticism, and reduction in credit from 4 to 3), COM 356 (eliminate outside lab  meeting and add lab fee), COM 368 (eliminate outside lab  meeting and add lab fee), COM 370 (eliminate outside lab  meeting and add lab fee), COM 373 (new course number and title modification COM 243 Aural-Visual Production and addition of prerequisite COM 205), COM 400/500 (change in course title and amend course description Communication Law and Ethics and drop COM 310 and COM 314 as prerequisites), COM 410 (change in course title and description Layout and Design and eliminate required lab), COM 440 (reduction in credits from 4 to 3), and COM 499 (change in earned credit to variable credit, 1-3 hours).
4.
Undergraduate and Graduate Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Geography.  Dr. Lisa Keys-Mathews made a motion to accept the packet that proposes a new Master of Science degree in Geospatial Science to be housed in the Department of Geography with the understanding that any part of the packet could be pulled out for further discussion and the motion was seconded.  During discussion she explained that admission to the program would require at least 1000 on the verbal section of the GRE and a minimum of a 3.0 GPA in the last two years of undergraduate work, that there will be both a thesis and non-thesis option and that while a NOAA grant will pay for a faculty member for the first two years, the university has agreed to hire a tenure track faculty member for the department.  There were minor suggestions made regarding fine-tuning some wording and grading of thesis options.  The motion was unanimously adopted.  For future clarification the breakdown of the packet is as follows:

New classes:  GE 504 Environmental Hazards, GE 520 Principles of Urban and Regional Planning, GE 600 Geographic Thought, GE 609 Geographic Methods and Design, GE 620 Planning Theory and Process, GE 624 Advanced Remote Sensing, GE 625 Cartographic Design and Visualization, GE 684 Spatial Modeling and Analysis in Geographic Information Science, GE 689 Seminar in Geospatial Science, GE 692 Research, GE 695 Thesis, and GE 697 Advanced Topics.

Changes in existing courses:  GE 524 (new title Remote Sensing with new catalog description), GE 535 (changes in course description and course prerequisites [GE 112 or ES 121]), GE 584 (new title Projects in Geographic Information Systems, and changes in course description).
5.
Other.

-Dr. Robertson asked if there was information on alternative pay for summer school such as independent studies as a percent of collected tuition and Dr. Hansen suggested that a proposal be sent to Shared Governance and that he would like to see the Strategic Budget and Planning Committee pursue the topic of department chair release being taken care of in the regular budget.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 a.m.

Minutes prepared by Debbie Tubbs on February 1, 2010.  Minutes approved by Vagn K. Hansen on February 1, 2010.  Minutes will be presented to department chairs for approval on February 2, 2010.
